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I F  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  S U B M I T
A N  E V E N T  O R  C L A S S I F I E D  F O R
T H E  B A R N S T E A D  B A N N E R ,
P L E A S E  E M A I L
D A N I E L L E @ O S C A R F O S S . O R G
W I T H  T H E  D E T A I L S .  

T O  S U B S C R I B E  T O  T H E  O N L I N E
I S S U E  O F  T H E  B A N N E R ,  G O  T O
W W W . O S C A R F O S S . O R G  / T H E -
B A R N S T E A D - B A N N E R

Empty That Nest
b y  K r i s t i n a  S c h r a m

M y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I  a r e  o n  t h e  v e r g e  o f
b e c o m i n g  e m p t y  n e s t e r s .  W e  h a v e  o n e  s o n
a w a y  a t  c o l l e g e ,  a n o t h e r  w h o  h a s  g r a d u a t e d
f r o m  c o l l e g e  a n d  w o r k s  f u l l - t i m e ,  b u t  i s  s t i l l
a t  h o m e ,  a n d  a  t h i r d  t h a t  h a s  o f f i c i a l l y
l e a p e d  f r o m  t h e  n e s t ,  l e a v i n g  n o t h i n g
b e h i n d  b u t  a  t r a i l  o f  d u s t  a n d  l o t s  o f  b o x e s
o f  s t u f f  h e  w a n t s  t o  k e e p ,  b u t  n o t  a t  h i s
p l a c e .  W e ’ v e  b e e n  n u d g i n g  t h e  o n e  a t  h o m e
i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  n e s t ’ s  e d g e ,  b u t  h e
i s n ’ t  g e t t i n g  t h e  h i n t .  O r  h e  i s ,  a n d  p r e f e r s
t o  i g n o r e  i t .  I  g e t  i t .  I t ’ s  e x p e n s i v e  o u t
t h e r e .  P l u s ,  h e  w o u l d  p r e f e r  w e ’ d  s p e n d  o u r
m o n e y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  h i m  s p e n d i n g  h i s  m o n e y .
C o l l e g e  t a u g h t  h i m  w e l l .  

I  k n o w  t h e r e  a r e  p a r e n t s  w h o  d r e a d / h a t e
t h e  k i d s  a l l  b e i n g  g o n e .  W e  a r e  n o t
d r e a d i n g / h a t i n g  t h a t .  W e  l o v e  o u r  c h i l d r e n ,
b u t  w e  w a n t  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  t h e  c a r e f r e e  w a y
t h i n g s  w e r e  B C  ( B e f o r e  C h i l d r e n ) .  
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W e  w a n t  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  d o  w h a t  w e
w a n t ,  w h e n  w e  w a n t ,  w h e r e  w e  w a n t ,
a n d  h o w  w e  w a n t ,  w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g
a n y o n e  f i r s t .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  I ’ m  n o t
f e e l i n g  i t ,  I  d o n ’ t  h a v e  t o  m a k e  a  f u l l
m e a l ;  I  c a n  h a v e  c a k e  f o r  s u p p e r !  B u t
w i t h  t h e  c h i l d r e n  I  f e e l  l i k e  I  h a v e  t o
p u t  m o r e  e f f o r t  i n t o  m e a l s .  L i k e
m a y b e  i n c l u d e  s o m e t h i n g  h e a l t h y .
Y e e s h .

A n y w a y ,  w e  h a v e  b i g  p l a n s  f o r  o u r
e m p t y  n e s t .  R e c e n t l y ,  I ’ v e  b e e n
c o n s i d e r i n g  t u r n i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  k i d ’ s
b e d r o o m s  i n t o  a  s a u n a .  N o t  s u r e  i t ’ s
a c t u a l l y  f e a s i b l e ,  b u t  i f  i t  i s ,  i t  w o u l d
b e  c h e a p e r  t h a n  h e a d i n g  s o u t h  w h e n
t h e  c o l d  b e c o m e s  t o o  c o l d .  O r  m a y b e
i t  c o u l d  b e  a  d i s c o  r o o m  s o  I  c a n
p r a c t i c e  m y  i n t e r p r e t i v e  d a n c e  m o v e s
w i t h o u t  h a r m i n g  m y s e l f  o r  t h e
f u r n i t u r e .  O r … w a i t  f o r  i t … i t  c o u l d  b e  a
n u d e  r o o m !  M y  h u s b a n d  i s  a l l  f o r  t h i s
l a s t  o n e ;  h e  g o t  t h e  i d e a  a f t e r
w a t c h i n g  F a i l u r e  t o  L a u n c h  w i t h
M a t t h e w  M c C o n a u g h y ,  a n d  h a s  b e e n
f a s c i n a t e d  w i t h  t h e  n o t i o n  e v e r  s i n c e .
T h o u g h  h e  w o n d e r s  ( a l o u d  a n d  o f t e n ) ,
w h y  l i m i t  i t  t o  a  r o o m ?  W h y  c a n ’ t  w e
h a v e  a n  e n t i r e  n u d e  h o u s e ?  W h i l e
t h e r e ’ s  p r e t t y  m u c h  n o t h i n g  s t o p p i n g
h i m  f r o m  r e a l i z i n g  h i s  d r e a m ,  i n  o r d e r
t o  a v o i d  t r a u m a – I  h a v e  t o  r e m i n d  h i m
o f  t h i s  n u m e r o u s  t i m e s  a  m o n t h – t h e
c h i l d r e n  d o  n e e d  t o  b e  m o v e d  o u t .  A l s o ,
o n c e  h i s  d r e a m  b e c o m e s  a  r e a l i t y ,  h e
n e e d s  t o  b e  s u r e  t o  c h e c k  t h e  m a s s i v e
p i c t u r e  w i n d o w  t h a t  f a c e s  o u r
d r i v e w a y  b e f o r e  s t r u t t i n g  b y  i n  t h e
a l t o g e t h e r / a  s t a t e  o f  n a t u r e / i n  t h e
r a w / s t a r k e r s  ( h o w e v e r  y o u  w a n t  t o
w o r d  i t ) .  W o u l d n ’ t  w a n t  t o  t r a u m a t i z e
m y  8 2 - y e a r - o l d  m o t h e r  w h o ’ s  c o m e
f o r  t e a ,  r i g h t ?  T h e n  a g a i n ,  s h e  m i g h t
l i k e  i t  a n d  v i s i t  m o r e ,  t h e  l i t t l e  v i x e n .
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A t  a n y  r a t e ,  t h e  o l d e r  I  g e t ,  t h e
l e s s  p a t i e n t  I  b e c o m e .  P r o b a b l y
b e c a u s e  I  k n o w  m y  t i m e  o n  t h i s
p l a n e t  i s  l i m i t e d ,  b u t  a l s o  b e c a u s e
t h i s  i s  t h e  b e s t  I ’ m  g o i n g  t o  l o o k
a n d  f e e l  f r o m  h e r e  o n  o u t .  I  w a n t
t o  e n j o y  t h a t  w h i l e  I  s t i l l  c a n .
J u d g i n g  b y  m y  m i r r o r  a n d  m y
j o i n t s ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  n e e d  t o  m a k e
t h a t  l e a p ,  a n d  s o o n .  S o  i f  y o u  h a v e
a  r o o m  t o  r e n t  o r  l a n d  t o  s e l l – f o r
c h e a p ,  m i n d  y o u – y o u  c a n  f i n d  m e
a t  h o m e  o r  w o r k ,  d r e a m i n g  a b o u t
t h e  d a y  w h e n  I  c a n  s i t  i n  m y  s a u n a ,
e a t i n g  a l l  t h e  c a k e ,  w h i l e  m y
h u s b a n d  s t a n d s  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e
p i c t u r e  w i n d o w  i n  a l l  h i s  g l o r y ,
t r a u m a t i z i n g  t h e  d e l i v e r y  d r i v e r s
a n d  n e i g h b o r s ,  a l i k e .  H u z z a h !
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There are those
who can on ly  l ove  a per fec t  rose ,
a  pre t ty  face ,
Or a love ly  song fu l l  o f  grace .

They don ' t  see  the worth
of  a worn f l ower that  s t i l l  b looms for th ,
o f  an ag ing face that  cont inues  to  smi l e ,
Or o f  a sad song that  makes tears  wor thwh i l e .

There are those who on ly  l ove  a c l ear  sky ,
oh ,  but  not  I .
Some on ly  see beauty in  c louds  w i th  per fec t  form,
yet  I  have come to l ove  a s torm.

A s torm so fu l l  o f  power ,
i t  makes those who hate i t  cower .
Ye t ,  those who love i t  smi l e  at  the l i gh tn ing co lor s .
The i r  faces  l i t  by those powerfu l  wonders .

Oh ,  how I  p i ty  those who cannot  l ove  a s torm wi th i t s  ra in ,
as  they watch i t  w i th  sad faces  as  i t  bat ter s  the w indow pane .
Oh ,  i f  on ly  they cou ld  see the beauty in  i t  a l l ,
there ' s  mean ing beh ind i t  j u s t  l i ke  the change in  fa l l .

I f  everyth ing looked beaut i fu l  and s tayed f ine  forever ,
no one wou ld take a deeper  l ook at  what  he ld  i t  together .
No ,  not  even I ,
wou ld  see the love in  a smi l e  as  I  passed by .

Tears  wou ld not  mean as much ,
and ne i ther  wou ld a lov ing touch .
L i f e  wou ldn ' t  be as  grand ,
i f  everyth ing a lways went  as  p lanned .

I t  i s  due to  imper fec t i on ,
that  we must  l ook beyond the in fec t i on ,
the broken g lass ,
the  sharp and jagged memor ie s  o f  our  pas t . . .

To f ind the t ru th ,  the mean ing ,  the beauty ,
o f  what  f i r s t  appears  ug ly ,  chaot i c  and imper fec t ,  t ru ly ,
So when you th ink o f  me ,  remember ,
In  th i s  co ld  November . . .

That  there ' s  beauty in  the s torm.

Composed by A l i v ia  McKeen
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BEAUTY IN THE STORM
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F o r  o v e r  1 4  y e a r s ,  F i s h  T a i l s  B a i t  a n d
T a c k l e  h a s  b e e n  a  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f
B a r n s t e a d ’ s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f i s h i n g
c o m m u n i t y ,  o f f e r i n g  n o t  j u s t  q u a l i t y  l i v e
b a i t  a n d  t a c k l e  b u t  a l s o  a  s e n s e  o f  f a m i l y
a n d  c o m m u n i t y  s p i r i t .  O w n e d  b y  D o n n i e
a n d  R e b e c c a  M u r z i n ,  F i s h  T a i l s  s t a r t e d
w i t h  a  s i m p l e  g o a l :  t o  t e a c h  t h e i r  t h r e e
c h i l d r e n  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  b u s i n e s s  a n d  m o n e y
m a n a g e m e n t ,  w h i l e  a l s o  p r o v i d i n g
a d d i t i o n a l  i n c o m e  d u r i n g  t h e  s l o w  w i n t e r
m o n t h s  w h e n  D o n n i e  w o r k e d  c o n s t r u c t i o n .
W h a t  b e g a n  a s  a  s m a l l  o p e r a t i o n  h a s
s i n c e  b l o s s o m e d  i n t o  a  f u l l - f l e d g e d
b u s i n e s s .

D o n n i e ,  a  B a r n s t e a d  n a t i v e ,  w h o  n o w  r u n s
t h e  b a i t  s h o p  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e i r  t w o
s o n s ,  E v a n  a n d  J o s e p h ,  r e c a l l s  h o w  t h e
l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  r a l l i e d  a r o u n d  t h e m .
“ W h e n  w e  m o v e d  h e r e  f r o m  P i n e o  r o a d  w e
d i d n ’ t  h a v e  a  s p a c e  f o r  t h e  s h o p . ”
R e b e c c a  l a u g h i n g l y  s h a r e s ,  “ F o r  a  t i m e  w e
h a d  t a n k s  l i n e d  u p  o u t s i d e  t h e  k i t c h e n ! ”
“ O u r  n e i g h b o r s ,  c u s t o m e r s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  i n
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  w o u l d  r a n d o m l y  d r o p  o f f
t h e  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  w e  n e e d e d  t o
b u i l d  t h e  s h o p .  I t  w a s  a m a z i n g .  W e
w o u l d n ’ t  b e  w h e r e  w e  a r e  w i t h o u t  t h e
c o m m u n i t y . ”

F i s h  T a i l s  s t a n d s  o u t  f r o m  o t h e r  b a i t
s h o p s  f o r  m a n y  r e a s o n s ,  b u t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f
t h e i r  l i v e  b a i t  i s  a  k e y  f a c t o r  i n  w h a t  k e e p s
a n g l e r s  c o m i n g  b a c k — s o m e  e v e n  m a k e  a
l o n g  d r i v e  f r o m  o u t  o f  s t a t e  j u s t  t o
p u r c h a s e  b a i t  t o  t a k e  b a c k  w i t h  t h e m .
W h i l e  m a n y  b a i t  s h o p s  s o u r c e  a  m a j o r i t y
o f  t h e i r  l i v e  b a i t  f r o m  o u t s i d e  t h e  a r e a ,
F i s h  T a i l s  p r i d e s  i t s e l f  o n  o f f e r i n g  h i g h
q u a l i t y  n a t i v e  b a i t ,  i n c l u d i n g
h e l l g r a m m i t e s  a n d  n a t i v e  c r a y f i s h ,  s p e c i e s
t h a t  a r e  h a r d  t o  f i n d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  N e w
H a m p s h i r e .

L O C A L  B U S I N E S S  S P O T L I G H T : F I S H  T A I L S  B A I T  A N D  T A C K L E  –  
B U I L D I N G  C O M M U N I T Y  A R O U N D  F I S H I N G

 “ U n l i k e  o t h e r  s h o p s  t h e  w a t e r  i n  o u r
t a n k s  i s n ’ t  r e c y c l e d ,  i t  d e f i n i t e l y  h e l p s
t h e  b a i t  l i v e  l o n g e r , ”  D o n n i e  s h a r e s .
T h e  s h o p ’ s  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  q u a l i t y  a n d  i t s
p e r s o n a l  t o u c h  h a s  e a r n e d  i t  a  l o y a l
c u s t o m e r  b a s e  o f  l o c a l s ,  s u m m e r
r e s i d e n t s ,  a n d  t o u r i s t s .  W h e t h e r  i t  i s  k i d s
e x c i t e d  a b o u t  c a t c h i n g  t h e i r  f i r s t  f i s h  o r
s e a s o n e d  a n g l e r s  p r e p p i n g  f o r  t h e i r  n e x t
b i g  c a t c h ,  F i s h  T a i l s  i s  a  h u b  f o r  a d v i c e ,
s t o r i e s ,  a n d  t i p s .  T h e  M u r z i n  f a m i l y
c h e r i s h e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h e y ’ v e  b u i l t
w i t h  t h e i r  c u s t o m e r s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  “ W e
l o v e  s e e i n g  t h e  k i d s  c o m e  i n ,  t h e r e  i s
n o t h i n g  l i k e  t h e  e x c i t e m e n t  o n  a  k i d ’ s
f a c e  w h e n  t h e y  c a t c h  t h e i r  f i r s t  f i s h , ”
s a y s  D o n n i e .
F i s h  T a i l s  i s  a  p r o u d  s p o n s o r  o f  s e v e r a l
l o c a l  f i s h i n g  d e r b i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e
C h a s e  F a m i l y  &  B a r n s t e a d  P a r k s  &  R e c
F i s h i n g  D e r b y  o n  L o c k e  L a k e ,  a n d  t h e
M i c h a u d  I c e  F i s h i n g  D e r b y  o n  B r i n d l e
P o n d .  T h i s  p a s t  y e a r  t h e y  a l s o
s p o n s o r e d  a n  I c e  F i s h i n g  D e r b y  o n
S u n c o o k  L a k e  t o  s u p p o r t  v e t e r a n s .  “ I t ’ s
a l l  a b o u t  g i v i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y
t h a t ’ s  s u p p o r t e d  u s , ”  D o n n i e  a d d s .
W i t h  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  a  s e c o n d  l o c a t i o n  i n
M e r e d i t h ,  a n d  p l a n s  t o  a d d  a  h u n t i n g
s e c t i o n  t o  t h e i r  n e w  s h o p ,  F i s h  T a i l s  B a i t
a n d  T a c k l e  i s  g r o w i n g ,  b u t  i t  r e m a i n s
r o o t e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  v a l u e s  t h a t  s t a r t e d  i t
a l l :  f a m i l y ,  c o m m u n i t y ,  a n d  a  l o v e  f o r  t h e
o u t d o o r s .  D o n n i e  a n d  R e b e c c a  w o u l d
l o v e  f o r  y o u  t o  s t o p  b y  t h e  s h o p  a t  1 0 4 5
B e a u t y  H i l l  R o a d  a n d  s a y  h i .
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VOTE! Presidential Election 11/5 at

Barnstead Elementary School, 7AM to 7PM.

BES Middle School Halloween Dance: 11/1 at

6PM at Barnstead Elementary School.

Board of Selectmen Meetings will be

Tuesday 11/12 and Tuesday 11/26 beginning

at 5:00 PM at the Barnstead Town Hall.

Barnstead Against Bullying is a parent run

and sponsored group that meets at the

library on 11/5 at 6PM.

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are held

Tuesday evenings at 7 PM at the Center

Barnstead Christian Church.

JMA School Board Meeting 11/19 at 6:00 PM

at Prospect Mountain High School.

Adult Game Night: Sponsored by Barnstead

Parks and Recreation on Monday 11/11 at

6PM at the Barnstead Town Hall.

BES School Board Meeting 11/25 at 6:00 PM

at Barnstead Elementary School.

BES PTO: 11/14 at 6PM at Barnstead

Elementary School.

PMHS Spanish Class Fundraiser: 11/16 12-

9PM at Flannel Tavern.

Community Events
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