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CIVICS 101 WITH KATE

LIBRARY HAPPENINGS
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I F  Y O U  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  S U B M I T
A N  E V E N T  O R  C L A S S I F I E D  F O R
T H E  B A R N S T E A D  B A N N E R ,
P L E A S E  E M A I L
D A N I E L L E @ O S C A R F O S S . O R G
W I T H  T H E  D E T A I L S .  

T O  S U B S C R I B E  T O  T H E  O N L I N E
I S S U E  O F  T H E  B A N N E R ,  G O  T O
W W W . O S C A R F O S S . O R G  / T H E -
B A R N S T E A D - B A N N E R

The Golden Oldies Get a Facelift
b y  K r i s t i n a  S c h r a m
G r o w i n g  u p ,  I  d i d n ’ t  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  a  l o t  o f
T V  s h o w s .  R e c e p t i o n  o u t  i n  t h e  b o o n i e s
w a s  s p o t t y ;  m y  f a t h e r  d i d n ’ t  w a n t  t o  s p e n d
m o n e y  o n  c h a n g i n g  t h a t  ( a n d  w h o  l a t e r  i n
l i f e  c o u l d n ’ t  b e  s h i f t e d  f r o m  t h e  c h a i r
c l o s e s t  t o  t h e  T V ,  n o t  e v e n  b y  a  b u l l d o z e r ,
a f t e r  h e  d e c i d e d  T V  w a s  a c t u a l l y  n o t  a s
e v i l  a s  h e ’ d  t h o u g h t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n  D r .
Q u i n n ,  M e d i c i n e  W o m a n ,  w i t h  t h e  l o v e l y
J a n e  S e y m o u r ,  w a s  o n ) ;  p l u s ,  t h e r e  j u s t
w a s n ’ t  t h a t  m u c h  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m .  

T h e  s h o w s  w e  d i d  h a v e  o n  o f f e r ,  h o w e v e r ,
w e r e  c e r t a i n l y  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  m i x :  B e v e r l y
H i l l b i l l i e s ,  L a n d  o f  t h e  L o s t ,  F a n t a s y
I s l a n d ,  C H i P s  ( a k a ,  C a l i f o r n i a  H i g h w a y
P a t r o l ,  a k a ,  h o t  c o p s  s t r a d d l i n g
m o t o r b i k e s )  -  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  I  w a s  q u i t e
d r a w n  t o  t h i s  l a s t  o n e  a s  a  y o u n g  t e e n .  
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D a y t i m e  t e l e v i s i o n  w a s  a  c o m b i n a t i o n
o f  m i n d - n u m b i n g  g a m e  s h o w s
( n e w s f l a s h :  1 0 - y e a r - o l d s  d o  n o t  c a r e
a b o u t  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a  b o x  o f  R i c e - a -
R o n i ) ,  s c a n d a l o u s  t a l k  s h o w s – a n y o n e
e x p o s e d  t o  J e r r y  S p r i n g e r  w o n ’ t  e v e r
f o r g e t  s u c h  c l a s s i c s  a s  “ M y  B r o t h e r
M a r r i e d  H i s  P e t  H o r s e  ( E v e n  T h o u g h
H i s  P a r e n t s  S a i d  N e i g h ) ”  o r  “ M y
G r a n d m a  I s  a  D e a l e r  ( A n d  I ’ m  N o t
T a l k i n g  C a r d s ) , ”  o r  a l l  t h o s e
o u t l a n d i s h  s o a p  o p e r a s  t h a t  w a r p e d
m a n y  a  y o u n g  m i n d  r e g a r d i n g  a d u l t
r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

A b o u t  4 : 0 0 ,  t h e  a f t e r s c h o o l  s p e c i a l s
k i c k e d  i n ,  b u t  u n t i l  t h e n  w e  e i t h e r
m a d e  d o  w i t h  t e l e v i s i o n  s h o w s  t h a t
w e r e n ’ t  r e a l l y  m e a n t  f o r  k i d s ,  o r  w e
w e n t  o u t s i d e .  I  t y p i c a l l y  c h o s e  t h e
l a t t e r ,  b u t  s o m e t i m e s  I ’ d  g e t  r e a l l y
b o r e d  h a n g i n g  o u t  w i t h  t r e e s ,  a n d  I ’ d
w a n t  a  l i t t l e  h u m a n  d r a m a  i n  m y  l i f e .
S o  I ’ d  i m m e r s e  m y s e l f  i n  t h e
e m o t i o n a l l y  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y
t w i s t e d  w o r l d  o f  t h e  s o a p  o p e r a .  N o t
e x a c t l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  s t i m u l a t i n g ,  b u t
t h e  b r a i n  r o t  w a s  w o r t h  i t  t o  s e e  B o
( s h o r t  f o r  B o d a c i o u s )  a n d  H o p e  ( s h o r t
f o r  H o p e l e s s )  g e t  b a c k  t o g e t h e r  a f t e r
b r e a k i n g  u p  f o r  t h e  7 5 t h  t i m e .  
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N o w  t h a t  I ’ m  b a r r e l i n g  t o w a r d  a  m o r e
a d v a n c e d  a g e ,  I  c o u l d n ’ t  h e l p  t h i n k i n g
a b o u t  h o w  t h o s e  s o a p  o p e r a s  m i g h t
n e e d  t o  b e  r e t i t l e d  ( o r  g e t  a  s u b t i t l e )
t o  b e t t e r  c a p t u r e  w h e r e  m y  c o h o r t
a n d  I  a r e ,  o r  w i l l  b e ,  s o o n  e n o u g h  i n
l i f e .  S o  h e r e ’ s  w h a t  I  c a m e  u p  w i t h :

G u i d i n g  L i g h t :  D o n ’ t  G o  t o  t h e
L i g h t

1 .

D a y s  o f  O u r  L i v e s :  T h e r e  A r e  N o t
M a n y  L e f t

2 .

A s  t h e  W o r l d  T u r n s :  I  W a n t  t o  G e t
O f f

3 .

O n e  L i f e  t o  L i v e :  A n d  I t ’ s  A l m o s t
O v e r

4 .

D y n a s t y :  M y  K i d s  D o n ’ t  W a n t  K i d s5 .
F a l c o n  C r e s t :  V u l t u r e  Q u e s t6 .
K n o t s  L a n d i n g :  L a s t  O n e  S t a n d i n g7 .
T h e  Y o u n g  a n d  t h e  R e s t l e s s :  T h e
O l d  a n d  t h e  B r e a t h l e s s

8 .

A l l  M y  C h i l d r e n :  A l l  M y
G r a n d c h i l d r e n

9 .

G e n e r a l  H o s p i t a l :  G e n e r a l  O l d
F o l k s  H o m e

1 0 .

T h e  B o l d  a n d  t h e  B e a u t i f u l :  T h e
O l d  a n d  t h e  O b s t i n a t e

1 1 .

I  t h i n k  I ’ d  w a t c h  t h e s e  n e w  v e r s i o n s ,
e s p e c i a l l y  a s  I  b e g i n  t o  f e e l  l e s s
i n c l i n e d  t o  g o  o u t s i d e  a n d  m o r e
i n c l i n e d  t o  s h a p e  m y  e a s y  c h a i r  t o  m y
b o d y .  T h e n  a g a i n ,  w h o  w a n t s  t o  b e
r e m i n d e d  t h a t  t h e y ’ r e  g e t t i n g  o l d ?
M a y b e  I ’ l l  s t i c k  w i t h  t h e  y o u n g e r
v e r s i o n s .  B e c a u s e  i f  t h e  ‘ H ’  i n  C H i P s
g e t s  c h a n g e d  t o  H a l l w a y  i n s t e a d  o f
H i g h w a y ,  a n d  t h e  c o p s  r i d e  m o t o r i z e d
s c o o t e r s  i n s t e a d  o f  m o t o r c y c l e s ,
w h i l e  w e a r i n g  b a g g y  P J s  i n s t e a d  o f
t i g h t  u n i f o r m s ,  t h e n  I ’ m  g o i n g  t o  p a s s .
I  m i g h t  b e  o l d ,  b u t  I ’ m  n o t  d e a d !
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Finding Hope in Easter’s Message
by Sam McKeen

As spring arrives and the world awakens from
winter’s grasp, Easter arrives with a powerful
message of hope, renewal, and transformation. It is a
reminder that even in our most difficult moments,
darkness does not have the final word.
 
At the heart of Easter is the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. It was a moment that changed everything.
After suffering and dying on the cross, Jesus rose
from the dead in victory, defeating sin and death,
and offering the promise of redemption and true
life. It is a reminder that hope is never lost, that
brokenness can be restored, and that love has the
final say.
Easter reminds us that renewal is possible, that our
failures don’t have to define us, and that no matter
what we have been through, we can experience
restoration. It is a call to embrace grace, extend
kindness, and live with a love that sacrifices for
others.
So, as we celebrate this Easter, whether in a church
building, around a table with loved ones, or enjoying
the beauty of nature coming back to life, may we
remember the great love of Jesus. Because of His
victory we can experience transformation, and live
with unshakable hope.
Have a blessed Easter.
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Property Tax Help available to eligible Barnstead Residents
April 15th is the deadline to apply for tax exemptions (money off your property taxes) with
the town of Barnstead.  Veterans and elderly residents meeting criteria may be eligible for
help reducing their property tax bills.  Please contact the Town Hall for more information,
forms and help.  The Town Hall number is 603-269-4071. 
Veterans will need to provide a copy of their DD214, and to have been a resident of
Barnstead for one year prior to April 1st.  
Elderly residents have to have been a resident for three consecutive years prior to April 1st
and meet income and asset criteria.  They will have to provide proof of income, interest and
dividend tax return to the State of NH if this applies and federal income tax return if
required to file. The Town can help clarify what will be needed and provide the application
form.  If eligible, the assessed value of the home is reduced, thus reducing taxes. 

Age               single income   married income            assets         amount off assessed 
                                                                                                                 value of home
65-74               35,000              50,000                          75,000              30,000 
75-79               35,000              50,000                          75,000              40,000
80+                  35,000              50,000                          75,000              50,000

Low and Moderate Income Homeowners Property Tax Relief

May 1st to June 30th  is the filing period for the Low and Moderate Income Homeowners
Property Tax Relief at the NH Department of Revenue Administration. Taxpayers may be
eligible to receive relief of a portion of the State Education Property Tax if they meet
criteria.  Criteria include that you must own or have an interest in a homestead subject to
the State Education Property Tax and reside in such homestead on April 1 of the year for
which the claim for relief is made 
In the previous year the income guideline for a household of 1 was $37,000 or less and a
household of 2 was $47,000 or less.  
Call for information, forms or help about the Low and Moderate Income Homeowners
Property Tax Relief Assistance at (603) 230-5920. Hearing or speech impaired individuals
may call TDD Access: Relay NH 1-800-735-2964. 
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Stopping Cuts to Library Funding - How You Can Help

In an Executive Order signed by President Donald Trump, he has called for the defunding of
the Institute of Museum and Library Science (IMLS), the federal agency charged with
distributing congressionally approved funds to state libraries and to library, museum, and
archives programs. The federal funds from this agency fund our Interlibrary Library Loan
system, the van drivers, administrative staff, and computer software. Also funded with the
IMLS funds is the platform for the Libby app used for ebooks and audiobooks and Talking
Books for the Blind and Physically Handicapped program staff. If these funds are cut these
services will go away.

ILL is an important service, especially for small libraries that have small budgets. In 2024, our
library borrowed 749 items and lent out 785. Our patrons also used Libby and have checked
out a total of 9,339 e-books and audio books for 2024. The portion of the federal budget to
fund IMLS amounts to .003%. Originally, the funding for this program was passed by the
Senate and signed off by the president. The president then wrote an Executive Order to take
away this funding, which overrides what Congress voted for and what the president originally
agreed to.

Losing these services will impact our community, patrons, and library. We encourage you to
reach out and voice your concerns to our elected officials: Representative Chris Pappas, and
Senators Jeanne Shaheen and Maggie Hassan. What can you do? Below is a link provided by
the American Library Association (ALA) that you can use to contact these 3 individuals (this
makes it easy for you, with a letter already written - or you can fill in what you want to say):
https://www.ala.org/faq-executive-order-targeting-imls

https://www.ala.org/faq-executive-order-targeting-imls
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BES PTO Meeting 4/10 at 6:30PM at Barnstead Elementary School.

Board of Selectmen Meeting will be weekly starting Tuesday, 4/1  at the Barnstead

Town Hall. Start time is 6 PM

Alcoholics Anonymous meetings are held Tuesday evenings at 7 PM at the Center

Barnstead Christian Church.

JMA School Board Meeting 4/15 at 6:00 PM at Prospect Mountain High School.

BES School Board Meeting 4/16 at 6:00 PM at Barnstead Elementary School.

Kindergarten Screening at BES will be 4/24 and 4/25.

LRCS Caregivers Meeting is at the Back Door Grill on 4/9 at 1 PM

PMHS Spring Play will be 4/11 and 4/12 at 7 PM

PMHS Spring Concert is on 4/22 

The Annual Barnstead Spring Clean-up will be Sunday, April 27th from 9am – 12pm.

Let’s keep Barnstead beautiful! We’ll be meeting at 9 AM at the Barnstead Town Hall

parking lot for a safety briefing and road assignments. Garbage bags, coffee, water, and

snacks will be provided, as well as a "thank you" lunch at noon. Be sure to bring boots

and gloves. Questions? Contact Sam at (603)269-8831. 
Good Friday Service, Friday, April 18th 6pm - 7pm at Center Barnstead Christian

Church

Worship with us as we reflect on Jesus Christ’s great sacrifice.

Easter Worship Service, Sunday, April 20 10am – 11am at Center Barnstead Christian

Church Join us as we celebrate our Savior’s resurrection!

Community Events
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